Minutes of Meeting Held on 12th December 2011 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present:  Councillors Dockrey, fisher, Hughes, Shepherd and Ultsch.  District Councillor Kerford-Byrnes, Colin Smith, Anthea Unsworth, Margaret Boyce, Angie Allen and the Parish Clerk

1. Apologies: None received by Clerk
2. Cooption of Member:  Council unanimously agreed the cooption of David Sharp to the Council.  The Clerk will complete the necessary paper work before the next meeting.
3. Declarations of Interest: None
4. Public Participation
· Mrs Boyce reported the vandalism of the dog waste bin at the pond and it’s contents being thrown in her garden and in the pond.  Cllr. Dockrey suggested that the problem would be solved by ordering a more modern bin.  There followed a discussion related to the reporting of such incidences to the police.  Cllr Shepherd stressed that all incidences must be reported, or nothing can be done.  The correct procedure is as follows: for incidents happening now, dial 999, otherwise dial 0845 8 505 505.   Clerk to put a notice of this in Three Parishes. P.O. Brown should only be contacted if the matter concerns her personally.  She will be invited to the next meeting.  District Cllr Kerford -Byrnes reported that his involvement in NAG had led to a meeting with the new Superintendant at Banbury who is committed to neighbourhood policing and if NAG are informed he can report incidences to him. 
· Mrs Boyce also reported unlit street lights in North Street.  Cllr Shepherd will follow this up.
· Miss Allen had not heard from Cty Cllr Jelf about Old School Lane.  Cllr Ultsch will follow this up with her.
5. Minutes of Meeting Held on 12th September 2011

Agreed and signed as a true record.
6. Matters Arising from the Minutes

· Bulbs have been purchased and planted at all entrances to the village.  Clerk to write to thank all those volunteers who were involved.
· Website – up and running.  Thanks were expressed to Mr. Jones.

· Pavement at pond – see Agenda Item 9

· Winter Weather Precautions – everything is in place.  Clerk to put information on the website and in the Three Parishes.
· Neighbourhood Watch – Tim Winstone is prepared to coordinate this.  Clerk to contact him and ask him to contact the officer in charge of the scheme.
· Verge outside Mrs. Spearing’s – Mr. Winstone is now cutting  this.

7. Financial Matters

· Balances: Current Account £805.01, Business Premium Account £9946.87 (of which £1612 in Cemetery Account).
· Transactions: Receipts £3250.81 (Precept and Interest BP Account), Payments £903.98 (Audit £144, Emptying  Dog Waste Bins £348.70, Petrol for Mower £46.96, Pond and Church Lane £82,  Website £105.75 Bulbs £66.98, belt for Mower £47.59, Cemetery Hedge £62). Resolved: that retrospective approval be given for payments for petrol, mower repairs and cemetery hedge.
· Future Payments (until end of March): Resolved: that approval be given  for payments as follows - Clerk’s Annual Salary £1000, Dog Waste Bins approx £175, Playing Field Inspection approx  £80 Hire of Village Hall £90, Mower Service approx £450.
· Budget for 2012/2013 – Cllr Dockrey presented the budget for next financial year.  He explained that there was a large amount budgeted for repairs at the pond.  This is in case the Council are found to be responsible for re-building the wall.  The contingency fund was originally £5000 to cover possible expenses at the pond but this was reduced to £3000 to make a larger amount to be carried forward.  District Cllr Kerford Byrnes suggested contacting Oxon County Council regarding possible payment for undertaking mowing carried out by them at present. Resolved: that the budget be accepted and the precept remain at £6,500.

· Members Allowances: Council considered the Report of the Parish Remuneration Panel and resolved not to adopt a members Allowance Scheme.
· Request for grant from Forget Me Not Club: Council discussed the request and resolved to make a grant of £250 towards the expenses of the Club.

8. Planning Matters
· Local Plans: Approval has been received for plans at  56 East Street, Inkerman Farm and 8, Mays Close. 

· Mancetter’s Field – nothing further to report.

9. Agrivert Composting Facility, Ardley.

Neither the Chair or the Clerk had been able to attend the last meeting with the Environment Agency but Councillors have all received copies of the latest newsletter and are satisfied that the Environment Agency is doing what it can to alleviate odours.  Cllr Hughes reported that in some instances the smell has been from delivery lorries driving through Ardley with uncovered loads to save time at the facility. Clerk has put information on the website and will put an item in the Three Parishes.

10. Highways Issues

· Pavement at the Pond – although it has been temporarily repaired it has been done extremely badly and further damage has been done to the pillar and the fence.  Clerk has contacted Paul Wilson at the Highways Department and the work is being assessed.  Council onsiders that the responsibility for permanent repair lies with the County Council which seems to be no nearer resolving the situation regarding the ownership of the wall.  It may be that eventually the Parish Council will have to incur substantial costs to repair the wall. In the meantime Cllr Hughes will take further photographs to further damage to the fence and the pillar. 
· Potholes -  Clerk has reported potholes in Mays Close and Forge Place to the Highways Dept.  Those in Mays Close should be filled in within 28days (although it may be longer owing to the Christmas break).  Forge Place has been put in for an assessment for re-surfacing.  This is unlikely to happen before 2013/2014.  in the meantime the potholes will be filled in temporarily.
· No costings have been received for mini roundabout or chicane.

11. Diamond Jubilee: after a brief discussion it was resolved that the Clerk would contact other Village organisations with the possibility of holding a community event.

12. Correspondence – Thames Valley Police re Front Counter Provision.  Bicester will be open Tues-Sat. 0900-1700.
13. Any Other Business
· Cllr Dockrey proposed that a new dog waste bin and litter bin be purchased for near the pond. Council agreed.
· Cllr Hughes will look at the bin in Forge Place with a view to repairing it.
· Cllr Ultsch will empty the bin at the bus shelter while Cllr dockrey is indisposed.
· Cllr Fisher reported incidences of fly tipping which had not yet been removed.  Clerk to report these again.
· Cllr Shepherd will get details from the Clerk and will pursue the matter of the pavement at the pond.
· Cllr Hughes suggested he re-fence the pond but it was resolved that the wall needs to be fixed first.
14. Next Meeting
 Monday 30th January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
