Minutes of Meeting Held on 30th January 2012 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

Present:  Councillors Dockrey, Fisher, Hughes, Sharp, Shepherd and Ultsch.  District Councillor Kerford- Byrnes, Mrs Unsworth, Mrs Lowdon and the Parish Clerk
1. Apologies:  District Councillor Macnamara and County Councillor Jelf
Councillor Ultsch welcomed Cllr. Sharp to the Council and the meeting.
2. Declarations of Interest:  None
3. Neighbourhood Watch

CPO Brown was delayed.  Debbie Hextall, Co-ordinator of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme for Cherwell has been in contact with Caroline Winston, who is keen to get involved.  It is all about making the village a better place to live and can be about more than simply crime.  Most problems can be shared with Neighbourhood Watch.  Cllr Shepherd said that there is a problem with under-reporting of incidences in the village and that Neighbourhood Watch would increase confidence in residents and be a step between them and the police.  Council thought that a Saturday morning session with the van, a police car and incentives to residents to join the scheme would be more effective in promoting the scheme than a meeting for residents.  Mrs. Hextall will contact Mrs Winston with a view to setting a date for a Saturday morning between 10am and 12 at the Village Hall.  Councillors would help in publicising the event throughout the village.
4. Public Participation

District Councillor Kerford-Byrnes had to leave the meeting early so made the following points:

· Cold Calling: there has been a spate of this.  Trading Standards should be informed if there is a problem. 

· Rural Policing: there is to be more emphasis on curative rather than preventative policing as rural police officers are to be moved to towns on Friday and Saturday nights.  He will keep Council informed.

· Localism Act: this is now law but will be implemented in stages.  He will email information to the Clerk for circulation.

· Highways: funding for non-essential work is to be devolved to County Councillors.  Parishes will have to bid for funding.  Clerk to contact Cty Councillor Jelf for more information. 

· Community Infrastructure Levy: Council should be aware of this as it will be applied to all planning applications and will add considerably to the cost of housing.

5. Minutes of Meeting held on 12th December 2011

With the inclusion of the recording of District Councillor Macnamara’s apologies for absence, these were signed as a true record.

6. Matters Arising from the Minutes

· Dog Waste and Litter Bins have been ordered.  Clerk will inform Councillors when they have arrived so that they can be installed.

· Street Lights – Cllr Shepherd reported that all have been checked recently and all are off at the correct time.

· Diamond Jubilee – the group who organised the village event for the Royal Wedding last year are meeting to plan an event to celebrate the Jubilee.  Resolved: that the Council support the event in principle either by providing commemorative mugs or in some other way.
7. Financial Matters
· Balances: Current Account £756.41, Business Premium Account £8142.97 (this includes £1612.67 in the Cemetery Account.)
· Transactions:  Receipts £1.11 (interest on BP Account), Payments £1040.60 (Clerk’s salary £790.60, Grant to Forget Me Not Club £250).  It was noted that the figure for the Clerk’s salary included the administration fee for PAYE and VAT on that.

· Future Payments: Resolved: that approval be given for payment of Clerk’s quarter salary £266.20, Bins £924.60, Christmas Lights £88.90. Payments for Hire of Hall, emptying dog waste bins, mower service and Playing Field Inspection, while only approximate amounts at present, were also approved.
8. Planning Matters

· No objections to plans for Court Farm
· Clerk will circulate booklets “How to Shape Where You Live” and “Planning Explained” from CPRE.

· Councillors will not be attending a Planning Workshop run by NALC.

9. Highways Issues
· Pavement at the Pond: Cllr Shepherd has met with the Area Steward.  Council is awaiting the results of the negotiations.  Resolved: that this should be a priority for spending
· Costings: Council has received costings for a mini- roundabout at the crossroads (£10,000 including 4 lamps and 4 illuminated signs) and a chicane at the Fewcott Road entrance to the village (£6000 including 1 street lamp and 1 illuminated sign).  Council agreed that these were low priorities at the moment but in the future could look for sponsorship or grants towards the costs of installing one or both of these.

· Pot Holes: those in Mays Close and Forge Place have been filled in.

10. Community Police Officer Brown

CPO Brown apologised for her late arrival and gave the crime figures for Fritwell as follows: 4 criminal damage to vehicles, 3 thefts of oil, 1 Police Officer assaulted (dealt with), 1 possession of drugs (dealt with), 3 domestics, 2 public order offences, 3 criminal damage, 4 thefts, 3 burglaries (non dwelling), 1 dangerous dog and 1 actual bodily harm.  Altogether Fritwell is a safe Place to live.

The new number to call for non-emergencies is 101 and callers can ask to remain anonymous.  Calls are prioritised for action.  Police resources are divided by intelligence so residents are urged to call 101 with any concerns.

A replacement PCSO has been assigned to the area.
11. Raghouse Lane 

Cllr Fisher reported as follows:

· Sewage Treatment Plant: tankers had been seen several times a day emptying the treatment plant.  This was because the gear on the disc which circulated the sewage had broken and needed replacing.  This has now been done.

· Verges: the tankers had severely damaged the grass verge and caused a deep dip now filled with rain water.  Clerk reported that the verges in North Street had also been eroded by tractors and heavy vehicles.  Resolved: that the Clerk inform the Highways Department and ask for advice.
· Land at the corner: a small of triangle of land between the field and the verge has been fenced off, the reason for which is unknown.  Ownership of the land is unknown.  Councillors will monitor the situation.

· Rubbish on land owned by Mr Thurlow: this is on private land and the Council is powerless to take any action.

12. Bus Shelter

Cllr Dockrey reported that he had received requests for the provision of a bus shelter outside the school.  Cllr Hughes suggested that he design and build a shelter of unpainted steel and incorporate the Council’s commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee.  Resolved: that Councillor Hughes bring drawings, costings and more information to the next meeting.

13. Correspondence

· ORCC Trading Ltd Oil Purchasing:  suggesting the Council joins a scheme to obtain cheaper oil for residents.  Cllr Hughes suggested that the Ouse Cherwell Buying Group could provide oil bought in bulk at even better prices.  Resolved: that the Clerk obtain more information on the Group before a decision is made.
· Electoral Review of Oxfordshire – no action
· Annual Spring Clean – to be undertaken weekend of 30th March.
14. Any Other Business

Mrs Unsworth asked about the speeding in Fewcott Road and the VAS signs.  Cllr Shepherd reported that he had tried to follow this up.  Council has done all it can.

15. Next Meeting

Monday 9th April 2012 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
