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Rural crime update from Assistant Chief Constable Nikki Ross 

 

Reports of rural crime in the Thames Valley have increased by five percent between October 2016 

and September 2017.  

I would like to reassure members of our rural communities of my commitment to investigating 

reports of rural crime. We rely on information from our local communities and take such reports 

very seriously. Incidents are robustly investigated by our local policing teams who have dedicated 

Rural Crime and Wildlife Officers based across the Thames Valley.  

Rural crime can take many different forms including burglary, robbery, theft, criminal damage, fly 

tipping, poaching and hare coursing. We are continuing to work with local residents, businesses and 

partners to raise awareness of crime prevention techniques while developing problem solving 

solutions to tackle rural crime. 

There are often fewer witnesses to rural crimes and greater opportunities for criminals to target 

isolated properties and businesses. The impact of these crimes can also be greater, with people 

feeling more vulnerable due to their remote location.  

 

You can reduce the risk of becoming a victim of rural crime by taking a few simple steps including: 

 Keeping the boundaries of your land and property well-maintained and secure 

 Fitting strong locks to sheds, garages and outbuildings 

 Checking security equipment regularly to ensure it is working properly 

 Locking equipment away in a secure building when it’s not in use 

 Security marking your tools and equipment 

For more crime prevention advice, and to see details of your local Rural Crime Officers, visit the 

Rural Crime page on the Thames Valley Police website at: 

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/protecting-your-business/rural-crime/ 

If you become a victim of rural crime or suspect that a crime has taken place, you should always 

report it to police by calling the non-emergency number, 101. If an incident is in progress, or there is 

an immediate threat to life, you should call 999.  

You can receive the latest rural crime news from Thames Valley Police and their partners directly to 

your phone or inbox by signing up to CountryWatch at: 

http://www.thamesvalleycountrywatch.co.uk/ 
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