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Fritwell Parish Council 

Annual General Meeting, Village Hall on Monday 13th May 2019, 7.00pm 
MINUTES 

 
1) Apologies: 

Mike and Rosemary Dockrey 
Cllr Fatemian of OCC 
Outgoing Cllr Jo Rooth 
Outgoing Cllr Jason Barlow 
 
Present: Cllrs Foster, Simmonds, Ultsch, Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes (Cherwell District Council), Vicky 
Hibberd (Clerk) 
 
At least 10 residents attending from the beginning of the AGM, others arriving during the meeting 
and 42 present for the Annual Parish Meeting that followed. 
 

2) Election of the Chair and Vice-chair for 2019/20 
I. Cllr Ultsch nominated Cllr Foster and this was seconded by Cllr Simmonds. Cllr Foster accepted the 

role and was duly elected to continue as Chair for 2019-2020. 
II. Cllr Simmonds proposed that Cllr Ultsch continue as vice-chair. Cllr Foster seconded. Cllr Ultsch 

accepted and was duly elected as vice –chair for 2019-2020. 
 

3) All councillors to deliver their Acceptance of Office forms 
Forms were signed, collected and witnessed by the Clerk. 
 

4) Minutes of the AGM held on 14th May 2018 
These were read and agreed as a correct record of the meeting. Signed by Cllr Foster. 
 

5) Matters Arising from those Minutes 
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the 2018 meeting. 
 

6) Chairman’s Report for 2018/19 (Councillor Foster) 
 
This AGM is the beginning of a new 4-year term for the Parish Council. 
I’d like to begin by thanking the outgoing Parish Councillors Jo Rooth, Jason Barlow, Angela Stillgoe 
and Kathy Reeves for their work on behalf of the village, and to thank and welcome back Councillor 
Sheila Ultsch, together with our new member Gillian Simmonds.  I was disappointed that only 3 
people put themselves forward for the new Council and we were denied an election, but we are 
quorate and are now looking to co-opt others to share the load, bringing new ideas, expertise and 
enthusiasm. 
It’s been a busy year, with some notable highlights and challenges. 
After a few years of waiting and lobbying, Oxfordshire County Council finally rebuilt the road and 
wall of the pond, giving us smart new fencing and an access gate for maintenance.  Necessary road 
closures were inconvenient and the diversion route full of potholes, but it was worth it and the 
water level and visual appearance of the pond has been greatly improved by the work.  The council 
and contracted workers were friendly and helpful, kept us informed and finished and reopened the 
road on time.  My memorable highlight was helping to rehome the families of ducks that were 
threatening to delay the start of the work.  In the Autumn this year we will be considering new 
planting and other ideas to make further improvements to this village feature. 
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In July, despite robust usage figures and active campaigning, we unfortunately lost the last public 
bus for the village that took residents to market day in Bicester on Fridays.  A free trial of the 
Oxfordshire County Council’s Comet Bus was set up (for Mondays) and this is now funded for this 
year by Local Priority Funding from County Cllrs. Ian Corkin and Arash Fatemian.  We’re all hoping 
that OCC will address the issue of rural transport across the county, offering a more lasting solution.  
Sustainable villages need public transport to stem the rise of cars and other vehicles using the 
country lanes. 
Last summer, following the demise of the village mower, we contracted out our ground 
maintenance.  This year our new contractor, resident Tim Stevens, has taken this on and is already 
impressing with quality work and expert knowledge.  
After 5 years of work by representatives of 11 local parishes and Dorchester Housing at Heyford 
Park, the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan was completed and a referendum held.  Of those 
voting, over 90% voted in favour of the MCNP, which is now part of the statutory development plan 
for Cherwell. 
The King’s Head Pub failed to reopen and is currently subject to an appeal by the owners; homes 
built at Covert Farm near the beginning of Fewcott Rd. have not yet gone on sale due to legal issues; 
and the new homes expected on the old George & Dragon site are not progressing very rapidly, and 
it’s still an eyesore in the middle of the village. Cala Homes’ application for house building in Fritwell 
is currently being considered. 
Other organisations in the village have been busy too. 
The Village Hall Committee continues to offer us a varied programme of regular evenings like the 
popular Thursday Quiz Night, new Sunday Music nights, films at the Cushion Club and other 
occasional village events. 
The Playing Fields committee is working on future plans for sports and play and we hope the Parish 
Council and village residents will find ways to support them in their efforts. 
In September the village Primary School welcomed new Headteacher Jonathan Hart.  The school is a 
vital part of our community and parents report a friendly, happy and thriving school for our children. 
The Parish Council has been able to use its finance to help purchase the new community noticeboard 
at the Village Hall and continue its grant for the Forget-me-Not Club that provides activities and 
social occasions for our older residents. 
My community event of the year was held in St. Olave’s Church, commemorating the end of WW1.  
Residents from all parts of the village helped organise, took part and came along to watch a 
delightful, moving and entertaining programme of songs, poems and readings.  A truly memorable 
evening. 
The Speedwatch group has been active in the village and we are hoping to be able to use evidence 
from this and the data collected by the VAS signs to support any opportunity to introduce more 
traffic calming initiatives in the village. 
The Parish Path Wardens and other volunteers continue to look after our rural footpaths; the yearly 
litter-pick was well supported; and other residents clean the road signs, mow verges, empty litter 
bins, and undertake many other tasks around the village.   
I want to thank all the many volunteers who give their time generously and work hard to help keep 
our village looking good and making it such a great place to live. 
Thanks also to our local councillors Mike Kerford-Byrnes (Cherwell District Council) and Arash 
Fatemian (Oxfordshire County Council) who regularly attend our Parish Council meetings and offer 
information, friendly support and advice to the Parish Council and individual residents. 
And a special thank-you to Vicky Hibberd, our Clerk, who admirably supports our work and keeps us 
on track. 
The biggest thanks of all goes to you, the residents, who attend our meetings, come to village events 
and offer friendship, support and sometimes challenge. 
 

7) Financial Report 2018/19 and other matters (RFO) 
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i. End of Year Accounts 
The Responsible Financial Officer explained that the Council ended the year with bank balances 
rounded to £15,000 after uncleared payments. The precept was £6,600. The majority of the 
outgoings are the clerk’s salary and the mowing and upkeep of the village appearance – emptying of 
the dog waste bins. 
The RFO will be shortly submitting the annual report to the internal auditor and for public scrutiny 
and it goes for external auditing in mid-July. In this meeting the RFO suggested that the period for 
public scrutiny will begin on May 17th, but in fact after re-reading the instructions, the scrutiny period 
of 30 working days (6 weeks) must legally include July 1st, so the report will be made available at the 
beginning of June. 

ii. List of Assets 
This remains largely the same as last year although a map will soon be prepared to go with it which 
will include the locations of assets like dog bins, litter bins, benches and so on. ACTION Clerk to 
prepare map. The Assets List was agreed as correct by the council. 

iii. Financial Risk Assessment 
This also remains unchanged from last year and the council agreed it as correct. 

iv. Confirmation of insurance cover 
This has been quoted as £612.96 and the council agreed that this may be paid on the renewal date. 
ACTION Clerk to pay insurance invoice at end of May 

v. Review of subscriptions – NALC, OALC and MCNP Forum 
We have two subscriptions OALC is £139, and the MCNP Forum which will be £344 for 2019/20. The 
Council agreed that these payments may be passed. ACTION Clerk to ask for an invoice for MCNP 
payment. 
 

8) Briefing on Co-options (Cllr Foster) 
The chair explained that the Council intends to co-opt some members to help lighten the workload. 
She explained that there will be notices around the village about this and that there is a notice in the 
3 Parishes Magazine. We intend to produce a simple form for people to fill in if they intend to put 
themselves forward including their eligibility and interests and skills they would bring to the council. 
Cllr Simmonds pointed out that we need people who are passionate about the village and who are 
computer literate. ACTION Clerk to draft a simple form. 
A member of the public asked if there was a time limit and it was suggested that whilst we are keen 
to get people on-board asap, we don’t want to put people off by imposing a limit. For a certain 
period of time after the elections, people can be generally co-opted and after that we must 
advertise vacancies, so the sooner the better is the general idea. Our full quota of Councillors is 7. 
The chair answered a question from the floor about what is involved in being a co-opted member, 
and explained that a co-opted member becomes a full parish council member until the next 
elections. She encouraged people to ask any parish council member about what is involved, and to 
consider putting themselves forward. 
 

9) Delegation arrangements for the year 2019/2020 
i. Finance – Cllr Simmonds 

ii. Cemetery – Cllr Simmonds and Cllr Ultsch 
iii. Ground Maintenance – Cllr Foster 
iv. Rural Footpaths and PWs – Cllr Foster 
v. MCNP Forum representatives - All 

vi. Village Hall Committee – Angela Stillgoe (ex-Cllr) will continue to report back on any relevant issues. 
ACTION Cllr Foster to talk to Ms Stillgoe about this. 
 

10) Any Other Business. 
I. The Standing Orders were reviewed and are left unchanged for this year – agreed by the Council. 
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II. The Financial Regulations were reviewed and are left unchanged for this year – agreed by the 
Council. 

III. The Cemetery rules and regulations have been extensively reviewed, changed and agreed by the 
Council. They are now ready for publication. 

IV. GDPR – the council is adhering to the rules when conducting business, and is finalising the wording 
of the documents for the public ready for publication.  
 

11) Dates for future meetings 
It was agreed that Monday July 8th at 7.30 will be the next meeting but careful planning is needed 
going forward owing to all councillors needing to be available for all meetings until some co-options 
have been agreed. Suggested dates to bear in mind for future meetings are: 
9th September 2019 
4th November 2019 
13th January 2020 
2nd March 2020 
11th May 2020 


