
 

Fritwell Parish Council’s response to the Cala Homes application (ref 19/00616/OUT) 

 

The land proposed in the Cala application (Wrighton’s land and the strip along Fewcott Road owned by 

OCC) were originally assessed by CDC and designated as SHLAA sites in the Local Plan.  In the more recent 

HELAA they were both assessed as “suitable, available and achievable” and that a comprehensive scheme 

of both sites would enable a development better related to the existing village and with improved access.  

The Parish Council agreed with this assessment. 

As a Category A village, Fritwell is likely to get more housing and this area of land is, in the Parish Council’s 

view, the most suitable to be considered.  It is immediately adjacent to the settlement area, not on best 

agricultural land, and does not affect the Conservation Area (MCNP policy PD1) or impact on any of views 

shown in the Heritage and Character Assessment (MCNP policy PD4). 

The village would benefit from more smaller homes for young families and local workers to enable the 

school, shop, village hall etc. to remain sustainable.  The Parish Council agrees with the Mid-Cherwell 

Neighbourhood Plan’s desire to increase the number of smaller and affordable homes on all new 

developments in the area, and we welcome the mix of homes in Cala’s indicative planning, including 

bungalows suitable for older people wishing to downsize. 

In all village consultations there is strong support for Fritwell Primary School, a much-valued asset in the 

village.  In recent years numbers have fallen due to the opening of Heyford Park Free School and governors 

of Fritwell Primary School (rated “Good” by Ofsted) support new family housing in the village that will 

increase numbers of young children in the immediate locality. 

At the Annual Parish Meeting on May 13th residents were invited to give their views on the proposed Cala 

Homes development and to share ideas about mitigation and improvements to village facilities and 

infrastructure needed if development goes ahead (or other opportunities arise). 

42 residents attended the meeting and others have sent emails to the Parish Council or talked directly to 

councillors.  Many of these people will also have submitted their personal views to CDC Planning. 

The greatest opposition to the proposal, as expected, was from residents who live in homes adjacent to the 

site.  Other residents have been more supportive, expressing the desire to have a new development in the 

village, particularly one with a significant number of smaller and more affordable homes. 

Many residents thought 38 homes, a 12% increase in the size of the village, was too many and cited the 

recent adoption of the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan with an “indicative” number of 25 new homes 

for Fritwell (MCNP PD1) (8% increase).Concerns about overload on infrastructure were also widely 

expressed.   However, it was pointed out that Hodgson Close (the small development next to this proposal 

built around 20 years ago) is 34 homes and, despite opposition at the time, has been absorbed successfully 

into the village.  If the number of homes was reduced to nearer 30, it would make the development more 

acceptable to residents and more compliant with the NP.  

A development of this size in Fritwell must include significant mitigation and upgrading of services, facilities 

and amenities in the village, needed for the current population, as well as additional growth.  For many 

years we have been without a pub and a public bus service and our hopes for a new village hall have 

recently fallen by the wayside.  Small developments like the George & Dragon site and new homes at 

Covert Farm have not resulted in any improvements to the village infrastructure and facilities. 

Fritwell Parish Council and residents want to register concerns and require guarantees of 

mitigation and improvements to the infrastructure, facilities and amenities, which are included 

in the detailed points below. 



 

1. Transport and Connectivity 

The lack of any public transport is a significant problem for a sustainable category A village. The Transport 

Statement accompanying the planning application is an insult in this respect, continually referring to bus 

services that run to Banbury and Bicester – We have no public transport at all! 

Services and opportunities provided in Bicester or elsewhere are of no value to children, young people and 

older residents who have no transport options to access them. 

Currently the village has use of an OCC Comet Bus for residents from Fritwell and other local villages to 

have 2 hours in Bicester on a Monday morning to do shopping, medical appointments, go to the library etc.   

This is currently funded to March 2020 but if no other solutions to the rural bus crisis in Oxfordshire come 

forward from the County Council,  this issue should form part of the offer from Cala and other new 

developments in the wider area. 

It is inevitable that, in the absence of a proper public bus service, most of our residents will need to use cars 

to get to work and access retail, business and other services – leading to requirements for traffic 

management and calming (see below). 

New developments should be including more than just good insulation to cut fuel bills – Vehicle charging-

points would enable new residents to choose a more sustainable transport option. 

Residents also report a lack of high-speed broadband capacity in the village. 

Fritwell Parish Council requires the developer to provide support for transport solutions to fully 

support the application. 

 

2. Traffic Management and Road Calming 

Increased traffic is already an issue for Fritwell and other local villages, including Ardley and Somerton, and 
this must be addressed as a priority for 106 (or other) money. 
Fewcott Road has been a focus for our Speedwatch group as traffic approaches the village across the fields 

from Ardley and then along past the school to the crossroads on the north side of the village.   

The situation makes it ideal for “place-making” road-calming along Fewcott Road - at the entrance to the 

village and the area of road between the Village Hall and the Park/Playing Fields on the other side. 

New speed signs linked to mains electricity at points in the village are also suggested.  More work could be 

done on these initial suggestions if funding was available for consultation and implementation. 

The access road in the planning application, which although improved from the previous Cala plan, is near 

the bend and would be helped by road calming initiatives. 

Residents have remarked that on the map of the development the road appears to have been straightened 

– unless it is Cala’s intention to straighten the road as part of the build. 

The speed limit would also need to be changed and the village gates moved. 

Fritwell Parish Council requires the developer to provide agreed traffic calming measures to fully 

support the application. 

 



 

3. Recreation, Health and Social Infrastructure 

In agreement with Cala’s indicative planning, the Parish Council favours upgrading the village play areas on 

the nearby playing fields, rather than an extra small play park in the middle of the development that is of 

limited use and difficult to upkeep and maintain. 

Significant offsite contributions to outdoor courts at Cooper School, Bicester, and indoor provision for 

Bicester Gymnastics Club (totally around £108.000) recommended by the Leisure Consultation Response in 

the documents on CDC’s planning website are of little value to anyone living in Fritwell – a village with no 

local transport to get there and decreasing links with Bicester schools. 

The County Council has designated Heyford Park Free School as the secondary school for Fritwell and 

children do not get transport to Bicester schools unless HPFS cannot offer a place.  Children from Fritwell 

go to around 8 different schools for secondary education, including some in Northamptonshire and 

Buckinghamshire.  Sports facilities and other amenities at Heyford Park, already funded by the 

development there, are intended to attract users from the wider locality – although lack of public transport 

links is an issue here as well. 

Money spent on local provision in Fritwell will provide more sports, recreation and health benefits to 

residents.  Improvements will also make the new homes more attractive to buyers. 

The children’s play area needs upgrading and more is needed for children of all ages, including young 

teenagers and for the increasing number of elderly residents in the area. 

The addition of an interactive health trail for all ages with outdoor gym equipment would be a popular 

addition alongside/around the sports field. 

Attempts to link a new Village Hall to the George & Dragon development in Fritwell did not succeed and the 

village is currently continuing with the old premises.  A contribution to the Village Hall would enable some 

enhancement and repairs to keep it structurally safe, open and serving the community; provide proper 

storage for groups and activities and a new car park to improve the visual appearance at the front of the 

building. 

Fritwell Parish Council requires significant guarantees of funding towards Recreation, Health and 

Social Infrastructure in the village to fully support the application. 

 

4. Biodiversity and Environmental Enhancement 

The Parish Council, in line with the Local and Neighbourhood Plans, would like to see a net gain in 

biodiversity.  Some screening bushes/trees and green space is envisaged in Cala’s plans and there is a link 

to the narrow rural grass footpath 219/6, but more could be done. 

The rural footpath could be widened next to the development and bushes planted to encourage birds, bats 

and butterflies to form a short nature walk along the footpath.  This could then be linked to a new path 

through widened boundary screening along the eastern edge of the new development to continue the 

“wildlife walk” to Fewcott Road and back to the heart of the village - increasing connectivity and bringing 

environmental, physical and mental health benefits. 

Fritwell Parish Council requires the developer to show an increase in net bio-diversity by 

increasing wildlife habitats locally to fully support the application. 



 

5. Drainage and Sewerage 

Cala needs to address the concerns highlighted in the response from Anglian Water and note the suggested 

planning conditions. 

In addition, the capacity of the sewerage facility for Fritwell should be more fully examined.  Our present 

capacity seems insufficient for the present size of the village, regularly necessitating tankers through the 

village to the sewerage plant on the dangerously narrow “S” bend on Raghouse Lane at the end of East 

Street. 

Fritwell Parish Council requires the developer to work with Anglian Water to address concerns 

about drainage and sewerage to fully support the application. 

 

In summary: 

Factors consistent with 
approval 

Parish Council’s Concerns Mitigation possibilities  

 Land designated as SHLAA 
sites in CDC’s Local Plan 

 Land assessed as suitable, 
available and achievable in 
HELAA 

 Most suitable site adjacent 
to the settlement area 

 Incorporates smaller, 
affordable homes for 
young families 

 New occupiers likely to 
benefit the school, shop 
and local amenities 

 Bungalows included for 
older people wishing to 
downsize 

 Developer funding 
available for vital village 
infrastructure, 
improvements to facilities 
and amenities 

 38 new homes excessive. 
Around 30 would be more 
appropriate 

 Sewerage capacity   for 
additional homes 

 Access road near steep 
bend on Fewcott Road 

 Traffic volume and speed 

 Broadband capacity 

 Sports and social 
infrastructure needing 
upgrading and 
enhancement for current 
and future population 

 Available funding spent on 
infrastructure elsewhere 
that will not benefit our 
residents or help the 
village successfully absorb 
additional housing 

 Support for local transport 
options 

 Charging points for electric 
vehicles 

 Traffic calming measures 

 New speed signs linked to 
mains electricity 

 Enhance children’s play 
area on playing field 

 Provide more recreational 
and sports facilities within 
Fritwell for all ages 

 Enhance biodiversity 
within the proposed 
development 

 Support for the existing 
Village Hall, including 
additional storage, repairs 
and improved car park 

 Developer funding 
directed to works in the 
village to benefit Fritwell 
residents 

 

Fritwell Parish Council has considered this application carefully and listened to residents’ 

concerns.  We would welcome further discussions with Cala and CDC about mitigation and the 

use of developer funding, but with a reduction in the number of homes and guarantees meeting 

the concerns outlined in this paper, the Parish Council would support this application. 

 

Fritwell Parish Council.  22/05/2019 

Polly Foster (Chair), 86, East Street, Fritwell OX27 7QF  tel. 01869345296  email pollyfoster@hotmail.co.uk 


