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FRITWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held Online on Monday 14th September 2020 at 7pm 

 

Present: Councillors Polly Foster (Chair), Jonathan Boyce, Sheila Ultsch, Gillian Simmonds, 
District Councillor Kerford Byrnes, County Councillor Fatemian, the Acting Clerk (Helen 
Metcalfe) and 3 members of the public. 

 
1. Welcome and apologies 

The Chair welcomed all, introductions were made.  There were no apologies. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Ultsch – The George and Dragon site; Cllr Boyce – the pond, Cllr Simmonds - trees in Old 
School Lane 

3. Public Participation. 
None  
 

4. Minutes of Meeting held on 13th July 2020 
The minutes were AGREED as a true record. Proposed Cllr Foster, Seconded Cllr Boyce. The 
minutes will be signed at a later date.  
 

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes (not covered by the Agenda) 

 Heyford Park traffic funding:  Cllr. Kerford- Byrnes has written to Andrew Lewis 
complaining that the amount offered to Somerton and Fritwell is inadequate and 
that the bus gate simply moves the problem elsewhere.  MCNP Forum has also 
drafted a response which the Council endorses.  

 Public and Community transport: The Lynx service has restarted, running on 
Thursdays to Banbury (leaving 9.36, back in Fritwell 1.40) and Fridays to Bicester 
(leaving 9.40, back in Fritwell 1.45).  It is being well used. 

 Dog Bin: The dog waste bin and litter bin have been relocated. CDC has been 
informed and more stickers received.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr Boyce and Mr 
Ostridge. 

 Safety and security for residents: Nothing to report. 

 GDPR: ongoing 

 Cemetery Benches: The Playing Field Committee declined the offer of the bench but 
will be informed if it is to be removed.  Cllr. Boyce will cordon it off for safety 
purposes.  Action: Clerk to formally thank Mrs. Denton for renovation of the other 
bench 

 Parish Clerk: There has been no response to the advert in the Three Parishes, other 
than an email which may have been a scam.  The Clerk replied asking for more 
details.  The Council agreed to keep the advert running and using word of mouth and 
if no local applicant comes forward by January 2021, adverts will be placed with 
OALC and OCVA. 

 Thames Water:  Neither the Playing Field nor the Village Hall were deemed to be 
suitable venues for emergency water distribution. 

 
 

6. Local Council Reports 
 Cllr. Kerford-Byrnes (Cherwell District Council) reported as follows 

 CDC revised budget to accommodate losses of £6.1 million has been approved. 
Grants, pruning and use of reserves  contributed to a balanced budget 
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 CDC approved the updated Local Plan that meets the Oxford Housing Needs.  If it had 
not done so the Plan would have failed and therefore there would have been the 
danger of widespread development. 

 Local Government Reorganisation: the aim is to reduce the levels of administration 
and Oxfordshire is likely to change.  It is possible that 6 or 7 Councils will disappear 
next year and possibly Cherwell the following year. 

 Planning Application has been received from Cornerstone amending the original plans 
for a stone wall boundary with the Playing Field. 

 Government White Paper: would give Local Authorities little or no opportunity to 
influence decisions once a site has been decided.  Any response to the consultation 
could include the value the Parish Council places on the CDC involvement in local 
planning issues. 

 Cherwell Local Plan 2040: as a member of the board overseeing the writers of the 
Plan he is pushing for it to include more details on the allocation of numbers of 
houses allocated to individual villages.  Although this will only be indicative it will be 
an improvement on simply overall figures without limits. He will also be urging for 
more village categorisations and that historical rates and changes of population of 
villages will be taken into account.  All contributions will be welcomed. 

County Councillor Fatemian reported as follows: 

 Covert Farm, Fewcott Road: the developer has applied for the road to be a private 
road which has been approved.  It means that residents will be responsible for its 
maintenance.  OCC are now asking for the developer to meet the legal costs related 
to the part required by law. 

 The revised budget to accommodate losses of £15 million owing to Covid 19 has 
been approved.   

 Local government reorganisation: a motion has been passed calling for a meeting 
with the Local Government minister. There are financial incentives if the County 
Council decides to become a unitary authority and the feeling is that it would be 
worth doing this early on to receive the financial benefits.  It may be put on the back 
burner if other national issues take over. 

Cllrs informed Cllr Fatemian that Workers have been on the Covert Farm site and that the 
telegraph pole at the George & Dragon site has been removed. 
 

7.  Financial Matters 

 Cllr Foster thanked Cllr Simmonds for her continuing work with the finances. Cllr 
Simmonds reported that the budget is on schedule.  The second instalment of the 
precept is due, VAT refund is until the end of the last financial year, there is a slight 
saving on the Clerk’s salary and slight overspend on the cemetery. She is experiencing 
difficulties with the spreadsheet. Cllr Boyce will meet with her to try and solve the 
problem. 

 Cllr Simmonds proposed that the payments made since the last meeting (highlighted 
on the attached accounts statement) be given retrospective approval.  Seconded by 
Cllr Foster.  Approved by the Council.  The existing arrangement for Zoom Meetings 
ends on 22nd September but can be used for informal meetings until then.  The future 
host is to be decided at the end of September. 
 

8. Cemetery 
Closure of access to private land from the cemetery: Cllr Boyce reported that a clause in the 
lease document prohibits access over the land from adjacent properties, therefore the 
Council is legally bound to close the gap.  He proposed that the gap be closed and the hedge 
extended. Council agreed in principle.  Cllr Boyce will draft a letter to the PCC, circulate it to 
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members for approval then the Clerk will send it on behalf of the Council. The letter will 
inform the PCC of the action being taken and the reasons behind it (the legal situation, 
concerns about a memorial stone, no longer used by PCC as access to the church) and ask if it 
has any evidence to the contrary.  Cllr Boyce will have a conversation with Mr Barlow about 
the gate, two thirds of which is over the cemetery boundary. 
 

9. Planning Matters 

 Current Applications: 
 Tree at Village Hall: an objection has been lodged by the Committee and a decision 
should arrive within two weeks. 
Heyford Park Traffic Plan: the MCNP forum is putting in a robust objection to the 
proposal.  Cllrs have seen the draft response and endorse the comments made.  Cllr 
Boyce will inform Andrew Peckford.  Cllr Fosteris still liaising with Somerton PC on 
footpath proposals. 
Playing Field, amendment to plans for a stone wall to a fence: on the boundary with 
the playing field.  Council agreed to object to the application on the grounds of safety, 
the original plans gave long term benefits to the playing field and aesthetics.  The 
Playing field Committee will be querying where the responsibility for maintenance of 
a fence will lie. 
Inkerman House: Council has been made aware of the erection of what appears to be 
a detached dwelling in the grounds and there is no evidence of a planning application.  
Agreed that the Clerk to follow up. 

 Cherwell Local Plan Review:  Cllrs Foster and Simmonds have collated their responses 
to the document, Cllr Boyce will add his.  Cllr Ultsch proposed that the field behind 
Heath Farm and Goose Farm be put forward as a Local Green Space on the grounds 
that it is the highest point of the village thus providing views of the historical 
formation of the village and that the footpath links with others to the amenities in 
other parts of the village.  Cllr Foster seconded and Council agreed. Cllr Ultsch has the 
necessary map, it will be forwarded to Cllr Boyce for inclusion in the submission.  All 
responses to the consultation to be with the Clerk during the week beginning 21st 
September. 

 National Planning Proposal 
Members expressed concern about the implications, and will keep a watching brief.  
OALC and NALC are better qualified to comment formally.   
 

10. Village Maintenance 

 Cleaning of Signs:  After discussion it was agreed that Cllr Boyce ask his walking group 
if they would be willing to carry out the cleaning.  High visibility vests will be needed. 

 Responsibility for Church Way:  research into the ownership of the land shows that 
unless the Diocese accept ownership it is likely to be manorial waste with no one 
having responsibility for it.  Cllr Boyce proposed that the Council agree to share the 
responsibility for maintenance of Church Way within affordable financial boundaries.  
Council agreed.  Cllr Boyce will draft a response to the letter from the PCC.  It will 
form part of the letter mentioned in Item 8 of the Minutes. Clerk will formally thank 
Mrs Meager for her help in the matter. 

 Verge at Crossroads: The Clerk reported that a resident had asked about the mowing 
of the verge which is very untidy. Cllr Foster will investigate  

11. Correspondence 

 Cllr Foster responded to a letter from a resident about the tree at the Village Hall. 

 Cllr Boyce has been in conversation with Mrs Dockrey about the removal of bags of 
salt from her property. Clerk to ask Mr Kimber and Mr Wrighton if they could store it 
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12. Any Other Business 

 Cllr Foster will write a piece for the Three Parishes 

 Notice of Road Closures have been circulated to residents. 

 Cllr Boyce reported that the VAS batteries need to be checked.  He will speak to Mr. 
England about the necessary equipment and get a quote for a solar panel trickle 
system. 
 

13. Dates of Next Meetings 
Monday, 16th November 2020 at 7pm Online 
Monday, 11th January 2021, time and venue to be confirmed. 

   
  


